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no longer tolerate Turkish operations In Servia, but most
insist upon an effective and unconditional armistice; other-
wise, the Russian Embassy would quit Constantinople.
Soon afterwards Czar Alexander stated to Lord Augustus
Loftus at Livadia, that" the Porte, by a series of manoeuvres,
had frustrated all Europe's efforts to terminate the war and
secure general peace; and that, if the other Powers chose
to put up with such behaviour, he could not reconcile it
with Russia's honour, dignity and interests to do so any
longer." At the same time he pledged his word of honour
that he had no design upon Constantinople, and that,
should he -find it necessary to occupy Bulgaria, he would
only hold it until the conclusion of peace. Meanwhile he
had caused the proposal to "be made to England that Austria
should occupy Bosnia, Russia could hold Bulgaria, and a
Naval Demonstration should take place at Constantinople,
in which England should play the leading part The Czar
then summed up his demands as follows: an armistice;
immediate convocation of a Conference to introduce reforms
in three Turkish provinces for the benefit of their Christian
populations; material guarantees from Turkey that those
reforms should be carried out

The German Chancellor's attitude towards the whole
affair may be gathered from some observations addressed
by him to his guests at a dinner he gave on Dec i, to the
President of the Reichstag, i.e., " Germany's duty avanttwt,
is to keep the peace, which need not yet be despaired of.
If war should supervene, which seems probable, Russia and
Turkey will get tired of it in time, and Germany will then
be more likely to mediate successfully than she is now. It
would be inexpedient to give Russia advice just at present
Such a step would put the Russian nation out of temper,
which would be more prejudicial to us than a passing